
Dear Friends, 

“There was a man named Lazarus” is what we are told in the opening sentence of today’s Gospel. The 

way Lazarus is introduced suggests that he was well known to many people in the community for which 

the Forth Gospel was written. Lazarus has two sisters and this just about tells us all there is to know 

about Lazarus. Jesus and his disciples were making their journey to Jerusalem presumably for the 

Passover. There is also the suggestion of this being the lead-up to Jesus’ own passion and death. They 

are approaching the town of Bethany. This was what we might call the “bed and breakfast” district for 

those who were travelling to Jerusalem, especially at the time of Passover. 

 There is a cloud hanging over the gathering as Jesus receives important information: “Lord, the man you 

love is ill.” This message had been sent by Lazarus’ two sisters, Martha and Mary. Jesus says to the 

disciples, “Let us go to Judaea,” where Bethany was located. The disciples are not happy about this 

because as they say “the Jews wanted to stone you; are you going back again? The short answer is that 

they do go back to Judaea.  

When Jesus and his disciples reach Bethany they are met by Martha. She tells Jesus that her brother 

would not have died had Jesus arrived earlier. Jesus reassures her that Lazarus will live, and Martha 

replies that she knows he will rise again at the resurrection on the last day. Jesus tells her that he 

himself is “the resurrection and the life.” Whoever believes in him will never die. Martha’s responses to 

Jesus have been very impressive, and now she tops them all: “I believe that you are the Christ, the Son 

of God, the one who was to come into this world.” 

That statement sounds very impressive – no one has referred to Jesus in these terms before. 

Unfortunately Martha’s profession of faith is not quite good enough. Jesus gives instructions to the 

people at the tomb to take away the stone covering the opening and Martha is horrified: “Lord, by now 

he will smell; this is the fourth day.” Clearly she did not think for a moment. In fairness, how could she 

understand what Jesus was about to do? We’ve already gathered that the faith of the two sisters was 

quite remarkable for its time, but Jesus’ intended action has not precedents. Martha has said that she 

believes God will do anything Jesus asks. The statement suggests that she hasn’t fully taken on board 

Jesus’ full identity and relationship with his Father. 

It could be very unfair of us to think badly of Martha and Mary. They probably would have agreed with 

what the evangelist tells us that people were saying: “He opened the eyes of the blind man, could he not 

have prevented this man’s death? 

When we think of the consequences of what Jesus has done, we can conclude that without Jesus raising 

Lazarus from the dead, it would be impossible for people to comprehend that Jesus could be raised from 

death himself, and leave behind his own grave cloths as evidence, in the empty tomb that Jesus himself 

would vacate on Easter Sunday morning. 

Your friend in Jesus                                                                                                                                                           

Msgr. Zach 


